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Thank You
You’ve Made a Difference
Thanks to the generosity of our supporters,
the children of St. Francis Xavier Haitian
Orphanage have had a year of food, shelter,
education, love and hope. For fiscal year
ending June 30, 2015:
93% of the total expenditures were
for direct support of the orphanage
(operational costs and property acquisition
expenditures*).
4% of the total operating expenditures were
for fundraising, including travel for Cenat,
our newsletter, pancake breakfast, and the
Host for Haiti event.
3% of the expenditures were for our
administration, which included wire transfer
fees, postage office supplies, and insurance.
* In 2015, $32,000 was transferred to the
orphanage to purchase land for future building.
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Some of our generous supporters enjoy Host For Haiti at Siena College.

Host for Haiti

Hear my voice, Tell my story, Build my future.

Snyder Hall was packed with supporters of the St. Francis Xavier Haitian Orphanage
on the night of Saturday, October 17th, 2015. The cocktail reception at Siena College
once again served as the initial host of nearly 300 people before they departed to their
various host homes for an evening of food and fun. The 3rd Annual Host for Haiti
event was another huge success with initial estimates nearing $40,000 raised for the
Foundation.
This year’s theme “Hear My Voice, Tell My Story, Build My Future” focused not only
on the continued success of the orphanage over the past year but also on building
a brighter future for these children. The future is indeed bright at the orphanage as
Foundation President James Nicol pointed out in his speech. The past year has seen
the purchase of land for future development, improved health and dental care for the
children and increased technology at the orphanage.
Siena College Associate Professor of Education Father Ken Paulli, Orphanage
Director Esperandieu Cenat and former St. Pius X Pastor Father Michael Farano also
celebrated the good work and generosity of our community as they addressed the
reception. Father Farano recently visited the orphanage for the second time and has
been a key supporter of Cenat’s mission from the start.
This year’s event was the largest in the Foundation’s short history with 27 host homes
throughout the Capital Region celebrating the evening. The Foundation greatly
appreciates the generosity of the host families, Siena College and the many sponsors
whose support is directly linked to the success of Host for Haiti event and the positive
changes we are making at the St. Francis Xavier Haitian Orphanage.

Thank you!

President’s Message

• Gave the children physicals
• Began a vaccination program
• Began high quality dental care
• Improved their diet and nutrition
• Began working with the school to develop
individual education plans
• Provided laptops to the orphanage and school
• Established a relationship with the local bishop
• Established a local Board in Haiti
• Revamped our website and database
• Purchased 1.5 acres of land near the current
facility to be the site of the new orphanage.

Volunteers and Supporters help make Change for Change a success!

Change

Another successful coin collection drive
culminated on Palm Sunday and raised
$25,000 to support the orphanage. Area
schools, clubs, businesses, parishioners and
religious education students teamed up to
make every cent count! SEFCU again gave
us our final tally after St. Pius X parishioners helped sort the change. A delicious
pancake breakfast brought people together and an amazing bake sale and cake raffle
added to the festivities and profits of the day. We feel blessed with the wonderful
community outreach that made this event a success.

Change

FOR

I’m happy to report a very productive year for the
orphanage! The orphanage is prospering thanks
to your support, the efforts of the board, many
other friends, and above all the commitment and
leadership of orphanage director Esperandieu
Cenat. Since we last met this time last year, we:

It has certainly been a busy time.
The Foundation, too, is healthy and ready to
embark on our next set of initiatives. We have
much more to do. Over the next couple of years,
we will need to raise funds for the building and
continue the programs I mentioned. But we will
also be cautious, because your trust in us and the
orphanage is critical.
On a visit to the orphanage in February, my wife
Molly and I had the pleasure of meeting the boy
we sponsor, Andre Lucneau. At 13, he’s the oldest
boy, and has a heartbreaking story, having lost
both parents at age 9. I’d like to whole-heartedly
recommend sponsoring one of the children. More
information on the program is in this newsletter.
While there we saw that the problems in Haiti are
deep-seated and widespread. But we also saw that
at the local level, for the children, the people we
employ, and the town in which they live, you are
helping us make a life changing difference.
I’d like to thank our foundation board and many
others for all their hard work, and in particular
thank Barbara Fitzgerald, who departs the Board
and the Treasurer role after serving tirelessly since
our inception. The orphanage owes its existence to
these dedicated people, the St. Pius X community,
Siena College, Temple University Project Haiti,
corporate sponsors, and many others. Thank you.
With Deepest Gratitude,
James Nicol, President
St. Francis Xavier
Haitian Orphanage
Foundation

Health and Education
This has been an exciting and productive year for health and education at St. Francis
Xavier orphanage. Our goals included establishing a baseline on the health of the
children in our care, verifying and updating immunizations, establishing dental care,
and improving the educational materials and resources provided to the children. All
of these goals were met through the last calendar year.
Medical needs were met through direct work during trips to Haiti and coordination
with continuing local providers in Haiti. During committee trips down to the
orphanage, simple anthropometric measurements such as heights and weights were
done on each child and a medical chart was established to monitor the progression
and development of the children on subsequent trips. A verified immunization
record was established on each child and appropriate vaccines were administered.
Obtaining vaccines in Haiti can be a difficult task. A local physician, Dr. PierreMichel Valery was able to both obtain the vaccines and administer them at the
orphanage. Furthermore, all of the children received much needed dental care
after a visit from the Fondation Max Cadet mobile dental unit to the orphanage.
This combination approach of interim visits and local providers will provide good,
continuous health and dental care to the children at the orphanage.
From the educational side, the committee members on trips in both February and
May had the opportunity to tour the children’s school and meet with the teachers
and principal in charge of the children’s education. Laptop computers were sent
down this spring for the children to use at both their school and the orphanage to
greatly enhance their learning experience. The Foundation has also been able to send
down educationally appropriate books written in French (the official language of
Haiti) to establish the beginnings of a library at the orphanage.
The strong support of the St. Pius X community, Siena College, Temple University
Project Haiti, corporate sponsors, and your private donations have made this last
year a healthier and more educationally productive year for all of the children
and will serve as a foundation to continue to improve the health and educational
development of these wonderful children for years to come.

A Message from Cenat
Hello Everyone,

Temple University Students visit SFXHO

Temple University’s Project Haiti
For the third year in a row, students from Temple University traveled to the St.
Francis Xavier Orphanage to volunteer their time and talents to benefit the children
of the orphanage. During their visit they spent time playing soccer and other games
with the children and they painted the boys dorm. In total, they raised over $3,000!
Additionally a local high school senior, Alexander Easton, accompanied them on
the trip. Alexander decided to help the children of the orphanage through his senior
service project. In total Alex raised over $5,000!
Some of the funds were used to purchase much needed chairs for the orphanage.
Both the Temple students and Alex focused their majority of their fundraising efforts
on a Chicken Project that is intended to be part of the future orphanage facility. We
are sincerely grateful for the continued support of the Temple University students
and for the amazing work of Alexander Easton.

The Giving Tree

Teaching Children the Importance of Service
For the past three years, the Giving Tree Faith Based Nursery Program located in
Watervliet has been helping the children of the orphanage. As they like to point out
to the parents of the children in their program, “When you enroll your child at The
Giving Tree you’re not only helping your child grow, you are also helping children
across the world as a portion of your child’s tuition will go to St. Francis Xavier
Haitian Orphanage. Our families currently help provide food and education for 18
children in need in Haiti”. The Giving Tree plans to open additional schools and as
they do, they are committed to expanding their support of the orphanage!

Happy One-Year Anniversary
Sponsor A Child Program!

One year has passed since we launched our Sponsor A Child program and we
are proud to say we have had a wonderful response from our community. We are
most grateful for our current sponsors, however there are still children in need of
your support. This program provides a child from the St. Francis Xavier Haitian
Orphanage with education, quality healthcare, and nutritious meals for one full
year. You can sponsor a child on your own, partner with another person, or join a
team of four. If you do not have a partner or team, we would be happy to match you
with other area benefactors. Your support, both spiritually and financially, will help
your sponsored child achieve his/her fullest potential. Be the reason a child trying to
survive in one of the most challenging environments learns to thrive.
If you are interested in learning more about the Sponsor A Child program,
please visit our website at www.sfxhaiti.org and click on “Sponsorship” or
contact Jennifer Hayes at sfxhosponsor@gmail.com.

I would like to say thank you to God
first and thank you to everyone who has
supported us. I am proud to say that
the St. Francis Xavier Orphanage has
just celebrated its fourth anniversary. I
would like to tell you that the children
are all getting bigger and more grown
up everyday. They are making very good
progress in school and working hard to
do their best.
We feel blessed and happy to have all of
you who are making this dream a reality.
With your support, 18 children go to
school, sleep in a nice place and eat three
times a day. The children of the St. Francis
Xavier Orphanage are very grateful for
everything you have helped provide for
them.
All 18 children and the staff at the
orphanage say thank you for your help
rebuilding Haiti. Our goal continues to be
creating opportunities for our children so
that they will be our hope for the future
of our beautiful country.
Thank you everyone. God bless you.

Cenat Esperandieu

St. Francis Xavier Haitian
Orphanage Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 11054
Albany, NY 12211-0054
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