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YOU HAVE MADE
A DIFFERENCE
Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, we have
been able to continue to provide to children of St.
Francis Xavier Orphanage another year of food, shelter,
education, love and hope!
For the fiscal year ending 6/30/2016, our total operating
budget was $150,984. The breakdown is listed below:
$79,248: Direct support of the Orphanage
$35,471: Acquisition and shipment of the van*
$12,200: O ne-time charge for new website
and conversion to a new Financial
Management System
$9,250: Orphanage Building Development Program
$8,182: Administrative expenses
$6,633: Fundraising
* This expense was reimbursed by a generous donor.

The children enjoying their first ride in the new van!

Fr. Farano and Fr. Paulli celebrating the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion with the children.

Receiving the Sacraments of
Baptism and Holy Communion

A

4am wake-up near JFK airport was an early start to what
would be a wonderful and memorable visit to St Francis Xavier
Orphanage for several visitors from our area last January. Our group
included Father Farano and Father Paulli of Siena College, who both
would soon have the honor of officiating at the Baptism of 13 of the
children, and First Holy Communion for four more.
Cenat had transformed the orphanage grounds into an ornate and
tranquil oasis. As the band took up a melody, about 50 children
from a nearby orphanage, other local officials, and Father Isaac and
seminarians from the local parish joined in to witness the ceremony.
The children were dazzling in their best finery, the orphanage staff did
a wonderful job leading them in song, and the result was a joyous and
deeply moving testament to hope and faith. The US visitors realized
this was a moment to cherish and remember in their lives as much as
the children’s.
Our thanks go to Fr. Farano and Fr. Paulli for celebrating the
Sacraments, Cenat and the entire staff at the SFX Orphanage for
their commitment to the children in making this ceremony happen,
to our donors for making it possible, and to the children for their
faith and hope.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CHILDREN, CONNECT WITH US!
www.facebook.com/sfxho

@sfxhaiti_org
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sfxhaiti@sfxhaiti.org

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
I’m pleased to report
another year of growth and
progress at the orphanage,
thanks to the hard work
and generosity of everyone
associated with it.

Award recipient Fr. Farano addressing the attendees of the 4th Annual Host for Haiti Event

As we help to build the lives of these brave and positive
children, we know that any progress is the result of
many hearts and hands, in Petite Riviere and here in
the US. The orphanage owes its existence to many,
such as: the St. Pius X community, Siena College,
Temple University Project Haiti, corporate sponsors,
child sponsors…. Thank you.
One person who has been the heart and soul of the
orphanage since the beginning is Father Farano. At
our recent Host for Haiti event, I had the honor of
presenting him with a plaque thanking him for his
efforts, which contained a quote from St. Theresa, who
said: “I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a
stone across the waters to create many ripples.”
In the past year, we have continued to progress in
many ways, we:
Completed the vaccination program,
Continued high quality dental care, and
orthodontia for one child to correct a serious
medical issue,
Improved their diet and nutrition,
Continued developing individual education plans
that will include learning trades,
Began cultivating vegetables on the new land
Purchased and delivered a 15 passenger van,
thanks to the generosity of a local donor, to
provide safe transportation.

Host for Haiti

Hear my voice, Tell my story, Build my future.

S

iena College once again provided the venue for an exciting night for the
St. Francis Xavier Orphanage Foundation. The fourth edition of Host
for Haiti took place on Saturday October 15th and raised roughly $40,000.
Besides highlighting the voices and futures of the children at the orphanage,
this year’s event also provided an opportunity to honor the Reverend Michael
Farano for his support of the orphanage from its earliest days.
The night began with a cocktail reception in Siena College’s Snyder
Hall with a chance to mingle with friends while “meeting” the children
of the orphanage. Around the room were posters representing each of
the children which was paired with a student from St. Mary’s School in
Waterford who brought the story of each child to life. Each had a unique
story to share that highlighted an aspect of their past year such as receiving
Baptism, riding in the new passenger van to school or farming on the
recently acquired land across the street.

Here in Albany, the Foundation Board is active and
engaged. Dr. Katie Brady Giombetti departed the Board
to focus on her pediatric practice, and we welcomed
Katelyn Haskin, a development professional with
a passion for Haiti. Thank you to both Katie and Katelyn.

News Channel 13’s Kumi Tucker was the MC for the event which included
speeches from Board President James Nicol and Siena College Professor
Father Ken Paulli. Of course the highlight of the night was recognizing
Father Farano and watching Orphanage Director Esperandeiu Cenat
embrace the man who helped make his initial vision into the reality that it is
today. Besides being a generous supporter, Father Farano has made several
trips to the orphanage, most recently celebrating Baptism and First Holy
Communion with most of the children.

Haiti has just experienced another devastating natural
disaster, the impact of which we are sure to feel in
Petite Riviere as families and children flee the affected
area. The need for your support is greater than ever.
Thank you for your continued support.

After the reception, guests attended dinners at their host homes. There
were about twenty different homes throughout the Capital Region that
participated this year. The Foundation greatly appreciates the generosity of
these host families, Siena College and its many sponsors for making Host
for Haiti a great success.

With Deepest Gratitude,
James Nicol, President
St. Francis Xavier
Haitian Orphanage Foundation

Temple University students spent their spring break making a difference!

Temple University’s Project Haiti

T

his past March, students from the Temple University Project Haiti
organization once again visited the SFX Orphanage over their spring
break. During the school year the students held several events that allowed
them to raise over $3,000 that they used to build much needed latrines in the
community surrounding the orphanage. In addition they were able to spend
time mentoring and playing with the children. The children and staff of the
orphanage appreciate the continued support of the wonderful students from
Temple Project Haiti!

O

ur Child Sponsorship Program continues
to be a success. We currently have 15
children either fully or partially sponsored but we
need your help to ensure that all of our children
are guaranteed the same opportunities.
Your pledge ensures that your sponsored child
receives:
a parochial education
quality healthcare

Change T

his year our annual change for
change drive was another success.
It was a community effort as St.Pius X
parish, religious education students, local
schools and businesses pitched in to raise
$30,000. On this special weekend, volunteers got together to prepare baked
goods to sell and to sort and tally the change. Change for Change has become
our second biggest fundraiser of the year.

FOR

Change

Volunteers gather to sell baked goods and to sort and tally the change.

nutritious meals
We encourage sponsors to form a relationship
with their special child through prayer and
financial support. In return, sponsors will
periodically receive pictures and correspondence
from their sponsored child. In addition, each year
there will be an opportunity to enjoy an evening
with the orphanage director, Esperandieu Cenat,
to continue to learn about their sponsored child
and the orphanage. In the relative scheme of
what it costs to raise a child in the US for one
year, your pledge goes a long way to help make
a huge difference in life of one child in Haiti.
If you are interested in learning more about
the Sponsor A Child program, please visit
our website at www.sfxhaiti.org and click on
“Sponsorship” or contact Jennifer Hayes at
sfxhosponsor@gmail.com.
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